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Pp R E F A CE. 


HE great Dearneſs of the Neceſſaries 
of Life, and the Complaints and Di- 
ſturbances ariſing therefrom amongſt the 
Z poorer Sort of People, gave Occaſion to the 
following AccounT ; the Deſign of which 
is to ſhew in a ſhort, but general View, the 

Methods that have been uſed by the Law- 
givers and Magiſtrates of old, to prevent 
Dearths and Oppreſſions; and the Manner 
of relieving the Subject, when ſuch Calami- 
ties have unavoidably happened. Ac- 
cordingly, herein, the Proviſion of Corn and 
Bread, the Regard had to the Price and 
Goodneſs thereof, the Regulation of Weights 
and Meaſures, with ſeveral other intereſting 
Matters relative to the Subject in Hand, are 
juſt occaſionally mentioned. Facts only are 
recited : The Reflections and Uſes to be 
made therefrom, are left to the ſuperior Diſ- 
cernment of the learned and judicious Reader. 


And 


ii FF 


And the End of the following Pages will bn 
fully anſwered, if in them any Hint or Ex,; 
ample ſhould occur, that may excite more 
extenſive Sentiments of Benevolence and 
Humanity ; or tend to produce any Sort of 
Method for the ſpeedier Relief of the Poor, 
from the Hand of the Extortioner and Op- c 


preſſor. 
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TAKEN OF THE 


P O O R, f &c. 


monwealth, from the earlieſt Ages of 

the World down to the preſent Times, 
the Conſideration of that important Article 
BR EAD, the Staff of Life, and the Strengthener 
of Man's Heart, has been duly attended to 
by the Legiſlature.— The Regulation like- 
wiſe of Weights and Meaſures at all times, 
but more eſpecially in a Seaſon of Dearrh 
and Scarceneſs, has been thought a Matter 
of the utmoſt Conſequence and Concern: 


By ſuch a prudent and impartial Admini- 
| ſtratioh 


F every wiſe and well eſtabliſhed Com- 


3 9 
ſtration of Juſtice, the Rapacity and fraudu- = 
lent Deſigns of the Wicked and Covetous 1 
are reſlrained and defeated; and the Wants 
and Hunger of the Poor are ſupplied in/the 
pinching Years of Dearneſs and Neceſſity; 
and a due Care and Proviſion of this Kind 
comes recommended to the Governors and 
Magiſtrates of a Nation, not only from the 
religious Duties of Charity and Humanity, 
but even from the trueſt Principles of Policy 
and Government! For as the inferior Sort, 
eſpecially the Manufacturer, the Mechanic, 
and Labourer, conſtitute the greateſt Part of 
a Community, and by their Diligence and © 
Induſtry in their Buſineſs, contribute moſt to 
the Strength and Opulency thereof, whatever 
Nation takes the beſt Methods to ſupport 

them, uſes the beſt Means to ſupport itſelf. 
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| Account from the JEW ISH 
bl THEOCRACY. 


I N the Jewiſh Commonwealth the greateſt 
Care was taken, and the moſt poſitive 
Commands given, enforced by the San&ion 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, with Regard to 
the 
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the afore-mentioned Particulars. That the 
(1) Moſaical Account (fays an accurate En- 
quirer) is the moſt antient Hiſtory in the 
World, and he the moſt antient Legiſlator, 
known to us by Hiſtory, or Tradition, is al- 
lowed by the moſt learned Chronologers, 
both of our own and other Nations, which 
may be ſeen by the Chronological Tables of 
the moſt learned Men in Europe. The 
Jewiſh Commonwealth (ſays another) 1 

juſtly looked upun as a Model of Govern- 
ment of divine Original; it will deſerve 
therefore our Attention, as much ſure, as any 
of the Forms of Goverament in the anticnt 
Times, either among the Egyptians, Greeks, 
or Romans. It ſhould more eſpecially de- 
ſerve our Attention as Chriſtians, who own 
the Laws delivered by Moſes to the Hebrew 
Nation, to have been delivered by the Oracle 
of God, and eſtabliſhed by Authority of the 
ſupreme Governor of the World; in which 
therefore we may expect to find a wile and 
excellent Model, becoming the Wiſdom of 
ſuch a Lawgiver. 


B 2 A 


1) See Berinston's Diſſertations, and Lowman on 


the Tewiſh Polity ; Prideaux Connect, Joſephus, 
&c. &ec, 
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A particular Portion of Corn - Tytho 
was given to the Poor, as well as to 
the Prieſt and Levite, as mentioned in the 
Book of (1) Deuteronomy, and which is like- 
wiſe again mentioned and alluded to in 
ſeveral other Paſſages of Scripture (2). 


And beſides this extraordinary Proviſion 


there were three or four Things in their 


yearly Harveſt allotted to the Poor; viz. a 
(3) Nook or Corner of the Field, the forgotten 


Sheaf, the Gleanings, and ſingle or fallen 
Grapes, and ungathered Olives. 


Money likewiſe was commanded by the 
Moſaic Inſtitutes to be lent to the Poor with- 
out Uſury, or taking of any Kind of Intereſt, 


eſpecially in the Times of Need, Scarcity, 
and Diſtreſs (4). 


That the Community may not be wron ged 


in Weight or Meaſure, the following Com- 


mands 


(1) Deut. xiv. 28. 29, and xxvi. 12, 
2) Neh. xiii. 10. Mal, iii. 8. 
3) Lev. xix. 9, 10. 
(4) Exod. xxii. 25 Levit, xxv. 35: Deut. xv. 78. 
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mands are ſtrictly enjoined. “ Ye ſhall do 
no Unrighteouſneſ in Judgment, in Mete- 
Yard, in Weight, or in Meaſure. Thou 
ſhalt not have in thy Houſe divers Meaſures, 
a great and a ſmall. Juſt Balances, juſt 
Weights ſhall ye have, that thy Days may be 
lengthened in the Land. - All that do un- 
righteouſly are an Abomination to the 


Lord.“ (1) 


All Frauds and Abuſes herein, and with 
Regard to the above- mentioned Allotments 
to the Poor, were cognizable by the Sanke- 
drim. 


In the Times of the Kings of Hrael, it was 
the Cuſtom to lay up Bread, Corn, and other 
Neceſſaries, for the Suflenance of Man's 
Life, in Store-houſes; (2) and theſe were 

built 


{7) Levit. xix. 36, 37- 
(2) 1 Chron. xxvii. 25. As the Jewiſh Conſtitu- 
tion, (ſays Lowman) put a Bar to great Riches, 
and made ſuch Proviſion tor the natural Conveni- 
encies of Life, that very few could be in great Want 
of Poverty: This ſerved to diminiſh greatly the 
Temptaions of Luxury, Pride and Envy; nor were 
there any ſo neceſſitous as to ſeek Relief for their pri- 
vate Wants and Miſery, in the public Confuſion and 
t ve of their Country. How much do theſe 
roviſions of the Hebrew Government, to . 
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built in Fields, Towns, Caſtles, &c. as Con- 
veniences ſuited, or the Exigences ot the 
Times required. David, when he made 
the neceſſary Diſpoſition of Officers over the 
ſeveral Departments and Revenues of his 
Kingdom, did not forget to appoint one over 
the ore: houſes in the Fields, in the “ Cities, 
and in the Villages, and in the Caſiles.” 
Thus while he took Care (to uſe: his own 
Words) that bis Garners were full, afford- 
wg all Manner of Store, by the Bleſſing of 
God attending his Precaution, He abundantly 
Elefſed his & ubjefts with Proviſions, and ſar 
tisfied the Poor with Bread. And if, upon 

no other Account, yet for his compaſſionate 
Regard for the Poor alone, the Royal Pro- 
phiet had merited the honourable Appella. 
tion of the Man after God's own Heart, who 
is Benevolence and Goodnels itſelf, and who 
in Scripture delighteth to be called the pe- 
culiar Friend and Patron of the Needy and 
Diſtreſſed, | 


Solomon, his Son, in whoſe Writings is 
contained a moſt excellent Syſtem of Ethics, 
Politics, 


the Occaſion of Faction, excel all the Conſtitutions 
af the tamed Spartan Lawgiver for the fame Pyr- 
poſe, ſo much celebrated by the ancient Grecian 
Authors, 


C941 


Politics, and Oeconomics, and who as a rigb- 
teous Prince, and wiſe Magiſtrate, conſidered 
the Cauſe of the Peor, built many (1) Sto e- 
Cities amidſt the other magnificent Build- 
ings in his Dominions, whoſe Example 
herein was afterwards followed by thoſe two 
other good Kings, Tehoſaphat, and Heze- 
Lia. 


Nor was his Care and Vigilance in recti- 
fying falſe Weights and Meaſures leſs re- 
markable, as appears from that bitter Ex- 
clamation againſt them, Prov. xi. 1. A falſe 
Balance is an Abomination to the Lord, but 
a juſt Weight is his Delight ;” which he 
again repeats Prov. xx. 23. © Divers 
Weights are an Abomination to the Lord ; 
and a falſe Balance is not good.“ 


As we have now ſeen that a proper Provi- 
ſion of Bread for the Poor, and a due Regu- 
lation of Weights and Meaſures was one 
great Support -of the Jewiſh Policy, ſo we 


may obſerve, that a Neglect of theſe impor- 
tant 


(1) 2 Chron. viii. 4. 1 Kings ix. 17, 18, 19, 
2 Chron. xvii. 12. 2 Chron xxxii. 27, 28. Tad- 
nor, probably one of Solomon's Store Cities, was 

4 Palmyra, ſo named by the Greeks. _ 
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[8] 
tant Articles was one of the woeful Caufes of 
the final Ruin and Deſtruction of that once 
flouriſhing People and Nation. And to 


wave a multiplicity of Proofs, which might 
be produced both from ſacred aud profane 


_ Hiſtory, in verifying this Aſſertion, I ſhall 


only quote that very remarkable one in the 
Prophet Amos, vill. 3: &c. 


0 Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the 
<« Needy, even to make the Poor of the Lord 
ce tofaint ; ſaying, When will the (1) New- 
« Moon be gone, that we may ſell Corn? 
and the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth + 
« Wheat? making the (2) Ephah ſmall, and 
« the Shekel great, and ſatisfying the Ba- 
« lances by Deceit ? That we may (3) buy 
&« the Poor for Silver, and the (4) Needy for a 
« Pair of Shoes ; yea, and fell the refuſe of 

te the 


(1) News Mo1n-Sabbath. The Jews by their Laws 
were prohibited from ſelling any Thing on the firſt 
Day of the Month ; on the Sabbaths and Holidays. 

42) Ephah, Shekel, Theſe Extortioners bought 


by the latter, and ſold by the former.. | 

(3) Buy the Poor for Money. That is, by Oppreſſion 
force them to give up themſelves for Seryants, when 
they could not pay, vide Levit. xxv. 33, 40 and 2 


Kings iv. 1. 
(4) The Needy for a Pair of Shoes, A proverbial 


Expreſſion, 


31 


e the Wheat? The Lord hath ſworn by the 
« Excellency of Jacob, ſurely I will never 
&© forget any of their Works. Shall not the 
« Land tremble for this, and every one 
« mourn, that dwelleth therein? and it ſhall 
« riſe up wholly as a Flood; and it ſhall be 
« caſt out and drowned, as by the Flood of 
« Fgypt,' &c. 


Account from CHURCH 
__ HISTORY. 


S7. Paur, in one of his Epiſtles to the 

Corinthians, explains the Manner of col- 
lecting Alms in the Aſſemblies of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians. This Practice they had bor- 
rowed from the Jewiſh Synagogues, where it 
ſtill obtains. | 


In the firſt Ages of the Chuck, the 
Biſbop had the immediate Charge of all 
the Poor, bath ſound and diſeaſed, as alſo of 
Widows, Orphans, Strangers, &, When 
the Churches had fixed Revenues allotted to 
them, it was decreed, that at leaſt one fourth 
Part thereof ſhould go to the Relief of the 
Poor; and to provide for them the more 


com- 
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commodioully, divers Houſes of Charity 


were built, which are ſince denominated 
(1) Hoſpitals, at firſt popplarly called Spitta 
They were governed wholly by the Prieſt; 
and Neacons, under the IpſpeAion of the 


Biſhop, 


In Courſe of Time ſeperate Revenues were 
aſhgned for the Hoſpitals ; and particular 
Perſons, from Motives of Piety and Charity, 
gave Lands and Money for erecting Hol- 


Julian the Apoſtate, obſerving the Excęl- 


lency and robe Utility of theſe charitable 
Foundations, writes thus to 4 Jacius, the 


High-Prieſt of Galatia. | 


60 uu xad" way ToAv x@TWGT.70? TUXIG &c. (2) 


« 'Tis my Will and Pleaſure that you 


1 inſtitute ſeveral Hoſpitals in every City; 
16 that not only Strangers of our own Re- 


10 ligion, but of other Sectaries likewiſe 


pe diſſenting from us, who are in Want and 
# Neceſſity, may partake of our Bounty and 
Humanity 


41) See Chambers Dictionary under the Word 
Hofvital.” 
" (2) Julian Imp, Oper. Par, ſecund, 


( 1 1 

0 Humanity. I have already ordered. you 
« the neceſſaries Supplies for ſuch good Pur- 
& poſes.—If you take Notice; there is riot 4 
« Beggar to be ſeen amongſt the Jews, and 
« even the wicked (1) Galikans maintain 
« not only their own Poot, but many of ours 
« alſo; arid this will be a ſhameful Re- 
« flection upon us Gentiles, if our Poor are 
1 ſuffeted to remain in Neceſſity, deſtitute of 
ic the Aſſiſtance and Protection we ought to 
i afford then.” 


Weh th& Church Diſciplihe Began td 
relax, theſe Foundations were abuſed, but 
were redified by the Council of Vienne 
and afterwards the Proceedings of this Coun- 
cil relative hereto, were confirmed by the 
Council of Trent, 


Lui gun 155 EGYPTIAN 
STA TE; By 


Urox a lg ght Searth into dis Hiſtory 
of the rriai we ſhall be in- 
formed by (2) Herodotits and. Xenophol 


. 1 T bat 


ki) The Heathens thus called the primitive Chriſts/ 
ians by Way of Contempt. 
(3) Herod, Euterpe. Zenoph. Anab. lid, 4. 
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1 That Ofiris was the firſt amongſt them, 


« that found out Food fit and convenient 
« for Man's Body. And that, where Vines 
« would not grow, and be fruitful, he taught 
« the Inhabitants to make Drink of Barley, 
« little Inferior in Strength and pleaſant Fla- 
« your to Wine itſelf, For which Benefit 
« he was eſteemed by all worthy of divine 
« Honours.” And Flutarch tells us, that 
Ofiris, when he was King of Egypt, drew 
them off from a beggarly and beaſtial Way of 
Living, by ſhewing them the Uſe of Grain, 
and by making for them Laws, and teaching 
them to Honour the Gods. Ojiris. was re- 
preſented, ſays (1) Plutarch, by an Eye and 
Sceptre.—A very proper and expreſſive Em- 


blem this of the Duty and Majeſty of every 


King, who ought to employ both his Fore- 
caſt' and Power for the Safety and Welfare 


of his People. 


The Egyptians early improved and cult 
vated theſe Diſcoveries and Advantages : For, 
by a proper Culture of their Land; the Ad- 
vantage of the River Nile, and a due Care of 
the Grain at Seeds-Time, in the Blade; ear- 

| | 7 has; 

(1) Plutarch Is. and Ofir, | 


1 7 


lag, reqping, 4 and 12 ying up in 
Storehouſes, Egypt ſoon became the beſt 
Mart for Corn, as well as Science, in the 
known World; and from hence were conti- 
nually imported, as well Arts and Polity, to 
civilize Man in the Lands of Barbariſm and 
Ignorance ; as alſo Food to ſuſtain him in on; 
Times of Famine and Diſtreſs. 


Some of the Learned have aol 5 
the Pyramids were originally defigned for 
Granar ies; indeed their real intended uſe - 
ſeems not to be quite certainly known: 

however that be, an Hiftorian of great Cre» 

dibility informs us what Care and Notice 
was taken of the inferior People in that 

Nation. Huſbandmen, Shepherds, and Ar- 

tificers, ſays he, formed the three Claſſes of 
lower Life in Ægypt, but were neverthe- 
les had in very great Eſteem, particularly 
Huſbandmen and Shepherds. The Body 
Politic requires a Superiority and Subordi- 
nation of its feveral Members; for as in 
the (2) natural Body the Eye may be ſaid 
to hold the firſt Rank, yet its Luſtre does 
not dart 9 upon the Tl the 

#2. . Hznds 


Diod. lib. 1. p. 67, 68. 
ce 


St. Paul's Epiſt. 1 Cor. c. xu. | 5 


4 4 ] 


Hands, or even thoſe Parts, which are leſs 
honourable. In like Manner, amongſt the 
Agyptians, the Prieſts, Soldiers, and Scho- 
lars, were diſtinguiſhed with particular Ho- 
nours ; but all Profeſſions, to the meaneſt, 
had their Share in the public Eſteem ; be- 
cauſe the deſpiſing any Man, whoſe La- 
I. rl however mean, were uſefu] to the 
tate, was thought a Crime (1) 


The Egyptian Weights and Meaſures 
| were adjuſted by their firſt King MizRAiM. 
| Such was this excellent Conſtitution. And 
1 that none but the Deſerving and Induſtrious 

1 amongſt the lower Rank ſhould. meet with 

| the public Encouragement, and -that- every 

Man might be made uſeful to the State, he 

was obliged to enter his Name, and Place 

of Abode, in a public Regiſter; that re- 
mained in the Hand of the Magiſtrate, and 
to annex his Profeſſion, and in what Man- 
ner he lived. If ſuch a one gave a falſe 

Account of himſelf, he was e ee put 

to Death, 
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(1) See Rollin's Hiſt. Vol. 1. p. 52. 
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 AccounT from the GRECIAN 
POLITY. 


F we look into the Grecian Hiſtory, we 
may find amongſt the earlieſt Accounts 
of that Nation, that Ceres, a Woman of 
Sicily, about the Year of the World 1030, 
(according to Sir (1) Jaac Newfon) comes 
into Attica, and there teaches the Greeks to 
ſow Corn; for which Benefaction ſhe was 
Deified after Death. She firſt taught the 
Art to 7 riptolemys, the young Son of Celeus, 
King af Eleujis. Agreeable to this Fact, 
(2) Pliny tells us, that Ceres was the firſt 
that ſhewed the Way of ſowing Corn. 
Whereas before-time Men lived on Maſt, 
She taught alſo, how to grind Corn, ta knead 
Dough, and make Bread thereof, in the Land 
of Attica, Sicily, and 1taly ; for which be- 


nefit to Mankind ſhe was reputed a Gop- 
DES, 


And, if from the firſt Riſing of the Athe. 
nian State we bend our Eyes forward to its 


meridian 


1) Newton's Chron. p. 15. 
la * 7 e. 56. 
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Ba 
meridian Strength and Grandeur, we ſhall 
ſee, that the Conſideration of Bread-Corn, 
and other neceſſary Proviſions for the Peo- 
ple, was ſtill duly attended to by the Legiſ- 
lature. 


Solon, we are told, was the firſt who re- 
gulated their Weights and Meaſures. | 


Amongſt the Magiſtrates there were the 
(1) Overſeers of Corn (Ewopuxanc) fifteen in 
Number. Their Buſineſs was to take Care 


that Corn and Meal ſhould not be fold at too 


dear a Price, and to appoint the Aſſize of 
Bread. There were others whoſe Office 
was to ſee that the Meaſures of Corn were 
juſt and equal; others were likewiſe ap- 
pointed to take Care that no Man wronged, 
ncr in any Way circumvented another in 


Buying and Selling, 


And ſuch bleſſed Conſequences attended the 
Care, Vigilance, and Activity of the Magiſ- 
tracy (as one of their moſt celebrated Orators 


tells us) that no Citizen of Athens, in thoſe 


Times, ever died of. Hunger, nor ever did a 
Beggar (2) diſhonour their Streets. 


(1) See Potters's Greek Antiq. Vol. 1. p. 53. 
(2) If. Orat. Areop, p. 36. | 
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Account from the ROMAN 
STATE: 


HE Roman State in its marvellous 

Rife, its flouriſhing Progreſs, and its 
exemplary Fall, has often been compared to 
the Jewiſb Theocracy. And, indeed, therein 
we may obſerye a remarkable Parity of Cir- 
camſtances with regard to the Proviſions of 
Bread-Corn, &c. and the Regulation of 
Weights and Meaſures; 


In the Roman State, as in the Jewiſb, we 
find proper Officers appointed for theſe im- 
portant Places of Truſt. 


The Commons, by the Permiſſion of the 
Senate, choſe yearly out of their own Body 
the Plebeian Madiles, who, amongſi other 
matters, were to have the Care of reQifying 
the Weights and Meaſures. In the Philo- 
ſophical Tranſactions, No. 442, there is an 
Account (1) of the Standard Meaſures pre- 


ſerved in the Capitol of Rome. 
3 We 


(1) By Martin Folkes, Eſq. late Preſident of 
| Society, 
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We are informed likewiſe by the moſt 
credible Writers of the Roman Government, 
and the Affairs relating thereto, that the 
ſtoring up and diſtributing of Corn, eſpe- 
cially amongſt the poorer Sort, was made 
in early Times by the Senate, and after- 
wards eſtabliſhed by Law, and became Part 
of the Conftitution. (1) 


Julius Ceſar created the Corn-Pretors, 


and Corn-Adiles (2) to inſpect the public 


Granaries (in different Parts of the City) and 
other Proviſions, to ſuperviſe all the Com- 
modities expoſed in the Markets, and to pu- 
niſh Delinquents in all Matters concerning 
buying and ſelling. And beſides theſe or- 
dinary Officers, there was an extraordinary 
one choſen in Time of Difficulty and Dearths, 


called the (3) Corn-Prœfect; and he was for 
that 


(1) Principio Senatus, et Magiſtratuum Arbitrio 
frumentum datum eſt leviſſimo pretio largitio deinde 
fancita eſt legibus, quarum poſtrema gratis primum 
dedit. Hæc arriſit Imperatoribus, et habita inter Im- 


perii fundamenta, diurno tandem pane'mutata eſt. 


Vineentii cont. de Frument. Roman Largit. c. r. 
(2) Dio. lib. 44. Godwin and Kennet, &c, 

3) Quoniam de poteſtatibus agitur, ratio etiam 
2dmonet, ut de præfecto Annonæ extra ordinem. 
tunc creari folito, non nihil adjiciam, Hujus Ma- 

giſtratus, 


1 


that Time inveſted with larger Authority 
than thoſe ordinary Clerks of the Market. 
He was to ſee that Bread-Corn was bought 
up from all Places; and if any had more 
than would ſerve their own Uſes, he was 
to order all Hoarders to bring it out, and to 
ſell it at a juſt and reaſonable Price. By 
the Aſſiſtances of this Magiſtrate the People 
of Rome, in Time of Dearth and Scarcity, 
did often receive very great Benefit. He had 
Power of himſelf to examine all ſuch Caſes 
or Queſtions as ſhould ariſe touching the in- 
ſtant Dearth, as ſuppoſe the Hoarding of 
Corn, foreſtalling the Market, &c. 


(1) The Diſtributions of Corn were made 
uncertainly, as the Badneſs of the Times 
and the Neceſſities of the Poor required. 


D 2 Some 


giſtratus difficili tempore, et caritate Annonæ, uſus 
potiſſimum atque opera exigebatur. Frumentum un- 
dique coemendum; et fi quis ultra proprios uſus poſ- 
ſideret, in medium ponendum curabat, advehi un- 
dique et adductum juſto pretio vænire nitebatur. 
Cujus ope magiſtratus egregia Populo Romano, pe- 
nuria laboranti, ſæpe opera navata eſt. L. F — 4 

la de Magiſtrat. Rom & Roſin. Ant. L. 7. c. 28. 
(1) Frumentatio vetus Rome, et ipſo etiam Se- 
natu, Ille in Rebus et Annonæ ercta quaſi benig- 
| nus 
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Sometimes they were made annually, 
monthly, or daily, upon very great extre- 
mities, when the moſt deſerving and moſt 
indigent received it for nothing, or for an 
under Price. (i) 


And that the People might receive their 
allotted Proportion, and that ſtrict Juſtice 
might be done to all, there were four Officers 
appointed by AuG usrus for this Purpoſe, 
Men of good Repute, and approved Honeſty. 
To theſe Officers the People delivered a 
(2) Teſſera, or Victualling-Tick et, waich was 
given them to be produced on every Day of 
Niſtribution ; and when they were enabled 
to ſubſiſt without the Public Charity, they 


might transfer their Ticket to another, who 


wanted it. 


And beſides theſe ordinary Donations, 
there were frequently extraordinary Preſents 
of Corn given to the People, and the Sol- 


diery | 


nus Pater, miſeritus Plebis, frumentum aliquando 
diviſit, non tamen nullo, ſed modico ære. 
Frumentum quoque in Annonz difficultatibus ſe- 
20 leviſſimo, interdum nullo pretio, viritim admen- 
eſt. Sueton. in Vit, Cæſar Aug. c. 41. 
(1) Godwyn Antiq, Rom c. 2, p. 222. of Corny 
Laws. 


11 
diery upon particular Days of Feſtivity, Tri- 
umphs, and Ovations. 


The Number of People, (3) to whom 
Portions cf Corn were given was amazing, 
nor was the Quantity at ſome particular 
Seaſons leſs ſurprizing. And no one, how- 
ever infamous, if a Roman Citizen, was ex- 
cluded: Nor are theſe Accounts we meet 
with in their Hiſtorians incredible, when we 
conſider the vaſt Wealth of the Romans: 
and that their public Funds were chiefly ſup- 
plied from the many Corn-Provinces that 
were conquered, and made tributary thereto, 
eſpecially Ægypt, Sicily, and Africa. 


The pernicious Conſequences of En- 
graling, Foreſtalling, and Regrating of Corn, 
may 


(2) Qui Teſeras habcbat ad curatores frumenti 
ibat, munus inſtitutum ab Auguſto : Quatuor-Viri 
enim erant, ubiq; ex honeſtioribus, et qui ante 
quinquennium Prætura functi eſſent. Lipſius. 

Quis tamen Numerus accipientium fuit repei io a- 
liquando ad trecenta viginti millia cepiſſe. Tot illi 
Romæ Pauperes ? Pauperes, aut ſaltem qui ſuble- 
vari gauderent: inter quos Liberti, et id genus, 
maxime fuere. Seneca, tenuiores omnes gives. Fru- 
mentum, inquit, publicum tam Fur, quam perjurus 
et Adulter accipiunt, et fine diſcrimine Morum, 
quiquis civis eſt, Lipſ. de Mag. Rom. lib. c. 10. 


22 ] 

may be ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently provided 
againſt by the incorporated Society oſ Mer- 
chants, as that Society was under the Go- 
vernment and Direction of a Magiſtrate, 
and all public Corn- Ships were inveſted with 
particular Privileges and Immunities, 


Plutarch ſuppoſes this Society to have 
been eſtabliſhed by Numa : 'Florus and Oro-- 
ſius ſay it was inſtituted by Servius Tullius; 
and Dr. Arbuthnot places its Foundation in 
the Year of Rome 259. (1) It had an In- 
ſpeQor like the French © Provo0t de Mar- 
chands.” The Merchants met at the Tem- 
ple of Mercury, like our Change. They 
were exempted from municipal Offices; and 
raiſed alſo to the Dignity of Knights by Con- 
ſtantine, &c. | 


Julius Cafar and Auguſius were remark- 
ably careful of the Public Stores, and conſtant 
Diſtribution of them in the Manner de- 
{cribed, and the like Care was taken by moſt 
of the ſucceeding Emperors, for this Matter 
(tho', as all others, ſometimes abuſed) was 
conſidered as the chief Support of the Em- 
pire. 

More 


(1) Vid. Arbuthnot's Navigation of the Antients. 
et Tacit. lib, 12. 1 
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More particularly was the Emperor Clau- 
us ſollicitous in this Reſpect: to this End 
he ſecured the Corn-Merchants from Pi- 
rates by , Sea, and finiſhed the Port of 
Oftia, and made at an immenſe Labour 
and Expence that celebrated Aqueduct, 
thro' great Mountains, and over ſtupendous 
Arches in Vallies, by which Rome, from a 
Source at forty Miles diſtant, was ſupplied 
with Water, called the Claudian Water. 
In his Reign came to paſs that extraordi- 
nary Famine which was foretold by the 
Prophet Agabus, (1) mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, Acts xi. 27, 28, when 
the Chriſtians at Antioch ſent ſome Collection 
to their ſuffering Brethren in Judea, by the 
Hands of Barnabas and Saul. 


Domitian! (a Word like Nero, at the 
Sound of which Humanity ſhudders) how 
can your infamous Wiſh be mentioned, or 
paſſed by in Silence? « Oh ! for a Plague! 
« Famine !—for what? to make your Reign 

| known 


60 The Reality of this Famine, and the Great- 
neſs of it, is atteſted by Dion. Caſſius, Joſephus, 
and Suetonius. 

At what Time Claudi us was in n and what 


he did there, is well known to every Reader of Eng- 
glih Hiſtory. 
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known to Poſterity! Execrable Wretch! 


your Wiſh, as to its Purport, has been ful- 
filled: The Cruelty and Impiety of it has 
conſigned a Domitian to everlaſting Remem- 
brance, Deteſtation, and Shame. 


But Trajan relieves our Thoughts, and re- 
conciles us again to the Name of Rotnan 
Emperor, Trajan in whom were concentered 
moſt of the Virtues that adorn a Prince and 
a Man; Trajan made the Empire greater 
and happier than any of his Predeceſſors. 
Amongſt the many eminent Works he did 
for the Public Good, muſt be mentioned his 
very great Attention to the Public Stores, 
and in particular to the grand and moſt ne- 
ceſſary Article of Life, BREAD. To prevent 
the Extortions and Frauds committed in the 
making and ſelling it, this good Emperor in- 
ſtituted a (1) CoLLE8E, or a Corporate So- 
ciety of Bakers; and their Bake-Houſes in 
different Parts of the City were ſuperintended 
and regulated by proper Officers appointed 
for that Purpole, 


Severus 


(1) Ut Panis ingenti Urbem colentium multitu- 


dini abunde ſuppeditaret, nec deficeret unquam, re- 


pertum a Trajano firmatumque Piſtorum Collegium. 


Qua 


( 43 3 


Severus, after many ſignal Conqueſts in 
Parthia, Perfia, and Arabia, came at laſt 
into Britain to deliver the Northern Inhabi- 
tants thereof from the frequent Incurfions 
ind Oppreſſions of the Scots and Pick, 
which Spartiun teckons the chiefeſt Glory 
of his Reign; but ſurely his leaving at his 
Death ſeven Years Proviſion of Corn for the 
Roman People ought to be no leſs recorded 
to his immortal Honour. (i) 


Aurelian, though he had driven out all the 
barbarous Enemies from the Roman Empire; 
tho' Fortune had crowned his Arms with 
Victory in various Parts of the World; tho 
he had taken the Imperial City of Palmyra, 

| E and 


Qua Ratione et Populo R. univerſo et petegrinis op- 
timus Imperator proſpexit, quorum plerique pane a 
propala vitam tolerabant. . | 

The great Care and Humanity of Trajan to the 
Roman People is thus related by Pliny —lInftar ego 
perpetui Congiarii reor Afluentiam Aunonæ. Emit 
fiſcus quicquid videtur emere : inde Copiz, inde An- 
nona, de qua inter licentem vendentemque conve- 
niat, inde hie Satictas, nee Fames uſquam.-—A Loaf, 
made in this Emperor's Reign, is ſtill preſerved en- 
tire as it Was tound in the ſubterrancous Ruins of 
the City of Herdulaneum, and now ſhewed as a Cu- 
rioſity among the other Antiquities found in that Re- 
poſitory. It has a conſular Stamp upon it. | 

(1) See Drake's Hiſt; and Antiq. of Yerk, where 
| Severus died, We EP 
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and the famous Eaſtern (1) QUEEN to grace 
his ſplendid Triumph ; yet, more than all his 
Conqueſts, more than all the Services he had 
done to Rome, did he value the Addition he 
had made to the Plenty and Cheapneſs of the 
neceſſary Proviſions of Life, (2) 


And in this Reſpect, next to his Con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity, is the Reign of Cox- 
STANTINE particularly diſtinguiſhed ; and 
herein no Doubt he was more ſtrongly in- 
fluenced by the Principles of that pure Re- 
ligion he had embraced, and whoſe excellent 
Doctrine is one of the greateſt Proofs of its 
divine Original (3). 


In the Time of ConsTAanTiNE, Victuals 
conſiſted chiefly. of Corn, Bread, Oil, Pork, 
Fiſh, Salt, &c ; with theſe by the Afﬀiſtance 
of proper Officers) the public Store-Houſes 
were ſtock d, the Markets well ſupplied, and 
the Weight and Goodneſs of the Commodi- 


ties 


(1) Zenobia. ] 
(2) Inter cetera quibus, Diis faventibus, Roma- 
nam rem juvimus, mihi nihil eſt maguificentius, 
quam quod additamento unciæ omne Annonarum 


urbicarum genus juvi. Flavius Voſpicus in Rom. 
Imperat. Hiſtor. 


(3) See John xvii. 16. 17. 


4 
ties examined, and there ſold at reaſonable 
Prices, and ſtill more cheaply, or given to 
the inferior Claſs, and very poor People, as 
Times and Occaſions required. And this 
Police was equally eſtabliſhed in all the muni- 
cipal Cities throughout the Roman Provinces. 
The whole of theſe Particulars may be ſeen 


amongſt other Authors, in Pancirollus, and 
the Theodgfian Code. (1) 


It might juſt be mentioned here, that 
money too was ſometimes given to the 
People, as well as Corn and Bread, Sc. as 
appears by ſome of the Writers of the Roman 
Antiquities; and that at Rome there were 
Officers called the (2) Triumviri Minari, 
and Menſarii Sort of Bankers, who had Au- 
thority to pay out of the common Treaſury 


E 2 poor 


(1) Pancirollus in notitiam Imp. Orient. de Præ- 
fec. Annonz cap. 26. et de Magiſtratibus Municipa- 
libus cap. 12. de curatoribus Annonæ. C. Theod. 
de Annona et in Form, de Prefect. Ann. Caſſiodor. 

(2) Alex. Gen, Dier. lib. 1. c. 16. and Godwyn's 
Rom. Antiq. Lipſius ſays, the Soldiers were paid 
in Victuals, not in Money, which if they had al- 
ways received they might have applied to Wrong and 
bad purpoſes. Bonum et utile inſtitutum, militi 
ſemper victum eſſe, nec inopia cogi ad rapiendum, 
aut deſerendum. Si pecunia in hunc uſum, potu- 
iflet jre in alium uſum, igitur maluerant rem dare 


ipſam, Lipſius de Milit, Rom. J. 4, Dial. 16. 
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poor Men's Debts.— The State, no Doubt, 
judging it better to do fo, than to loſe the Be- 
nefit of their Services by Impriſonment. 


OA.» a. ha, Bro 
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Yet after all the Care and Prudence of 
the wiſeſt Government, Dearth and Famine 
will ſometimes unavoidably happen; and 

we read of ſeveral formidable (1) Infur- 
rections amongſt the Roman People in thoſe 
dreadful Times of Calamity and 'Diftreſs. 
But how were theſe formidable Inſurrections 
quelled? They were, for the moſt Part, 
18 timely and prudently appeaſed by the vigi- 
7 lant Care and Activity of the Magiſtracy, 
| and the Emperors, who were not ſo much 
affronted and exaſperated by theſe Commo- 
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tie tions, as admoniſhed, and excited to procure, 
1 if poſſible, immediate Relief, and provide 
15 againſt ſuch diſaſterous Circumſtances for the 
l . future (2). And for ſuch godlike Benefac- 
{ wh tions 
18 
i 
1 (1) Suet, in vit. Claud Cæſar. Tacit. Ann.! . 
1 12. 43. Aurel. Vict. in Vit. Antonini pit. 
Ta (2) 1 8 ſeditionibus admoniti Imperatores 
; 4 muneris ſui, rei ſtumentariæ ſtudioſiſſime proſpexe- 
7 


runt. Teſtes Nummi Veteres quorum multi ex- 
tant cum hac inſcriptione, Annona Auguſta. id eſt 
mperatore curante copioſe Urbi nie Vue Cont, 
de frument, Rom, Largits 
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tions and Providences, Medals, yet extant, 
were often ſtruck, with this Inſcription. (1) 


ANNONA AUGVSTA, 


Public Honours likewiſe were given to 
the (2) Magiſtrates, who had behaved pro- 
perly in their Office, and thus deſerved 
well of their Country in calamitous and ne- 
ceſſitous Times. 


Nor ſhould the Honour be forgotten here, 
which ſome Romans had of naming their 
Families from their Inventions of public 
Utility. Hence the Pilumni, who 9 

n 7 MM 


(1) See the Medal Annona in Spence's Polemetis 
Plate 22. and the Account of it in P. 148. 
* Annona has Corn in her Hand, and the Beak of 2 
Ship by her to ſhew ſome temporary ſupply of Corn, 
which was probably brought by Sea to Roll by 
the Emperor's Order, when they were in great 
Want of it. The Figure of her here was borrowed 
from the Reverſe of a Medal ſtruck in Honour of 
that good Emperor Antoninus pius”', —A ſaying of 
Scipio s, which he often uſed, is as much to his . 
nour, as the Medal, I had rather preſerve one Ci- 
© tizen than kill a thouſand Enemies.“ He wrote a 
Treatiſe in 12 Books containing the Duty of a good 

rince, 

(2) P. Minutius & Trebius had braſs Statues for 
theſe Reaſons, Plin. I. 34. c. 5. & 1. 18. c. 3. 


© 66 


* 


301 
firſt the Peſtle to bray Corn withal in their 
(1) Mills and Bake-Houſes. Hence like- 


wiſe the Piſones, who took their Name 4 
Ito Piſendo, from pounding Corn in a Mortar. 
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' —Inventas qui Vitam excoluere per Artes, 
 Duique ſui memores alios fecere merendo. 


| This Account of the Roman Conſtitution, 
= in Favour of the Poor, may not improperly 
be concluded with obſerving, that though 
| ſuch great Care was taken therein for the 
inferior Sort, yet as great Care likewiſe was 


[2 taken, that no Man ſhould receive thofe 

5 Bounties undeſervedly, or be a Burden to 
5 gf the State by eating the Bread of Idleneſs. 
WM For the Cenſors of Rome, by their Office, 
* had Command and Authority given them 
1. to enquire into, and reform the Life and 

1 Manners of the People; and if any had 
5 Th been an ill Hufband, and neglected his 
* Tat er hes dy Vidg" dücgagedeh. of wi 
. 1 | idle 


—— — 
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(1) It is moſt ardently to be wiſhed, that ſome 
Sort of Corn Hand-mills were invented and made for 
grinding of Corn and Malt, and placed in every Pa- 
riſh, for the Sake of the poorer Sort gratis, who are 
now too often ſorely cheated by the exorbitant Tolls, 

and other baſe Tricks of the Miller. 28 


— 


- 
-—_ 
2 180 
= —— 
= — - — 


» Þ - J 4 _— ** 

4 . 42 2 — „ 
2 ˖ O 
eats 5 r . ˙ m 4. 
dt — q * . 

. 7 > 00 -— io aq 
—c<<v—_—_— — 2 


8383 — 
— — — 2 — 


8 - . 
= 
r Pays? 


- * - l 
* — — 
r — 
2 N — — tm = 
- — 2 * YT - 


1 31 J 


idle in his Station and Calling, the Cenſors 
took Cognizance of it, and the Offender was 
puniſhed accordingly. (1) 


We might juſt take a ſlight Survey of 
other Kingdoms now flouriſhing upon Earth, 
even our (2) Enemies, and ſee how their Polity 
ſands with regard to what has been already 
treated on; but as moſt Nations have bar- 
rowed the moſt excellent Parts of their 
Conſtitution from the Ægyptian, Grecian, 
and Roman States, and as that would ſwell 
this Treatiſe far beyond its intended Size, 
it may now be ended with ſome 


AccounT from our own GOVERNMENT, 


BEFORE the Diſſolution of Religizus 
Floufes in this Kingdom, the Poor were 
in Part maintained by the charitable Relief 


of 


(x) See Godwyn's Rom. Antiq. 

(2) The French buy up Plenty of Grain when 
cheap, to ſell to the Poor, when dear, at the ordina- 
ry Prices. Poſtlethwayte on the French Trade and 

avigation. 

The ſame Author in his Britain's Commercial 
Intereſt, has drawn a Plan for public Granaries, in 
England, &c. to prevent a Dearth of Corn, and 


tower the Price of Victuals, and Labour of Trade, 
and ManufaQuries, 1 | 
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of Abbies, Nunneries, Priories, and Monaſte- 
ries, In part maintained only, for that they 


were wholly fed by them cannot be proved: 


It has indeed been generally thought fo, and 


this Notion has fo long prevailed, from In- 
attention to a Fact, which, whether falſe 
or true, few at this Diſtance of Time think 
worth their Conſideration, 


But as ſothe hard Reflections were thrown 
upon the Reformation, on Account of the 


Increaſe and Neglect of the Poor, who be- 
fore, as it is pretended, were ſo well provided 
for by theſe Religious Houſes, it may not be 
thought improper here by a few brief Re- 
marks, to vindicate our Church and State 


from ſuch a groundleſs Aſperſion. 


Whoever conſiders ſome of the Statutes in 
the Reigns of (1) Edward III. Richard II. 
and Henry V. and VII. muſt allow that 
there was as much Occaſion for proviſionary 
Laws, relating to the Poor, before the Re- 
formation, as after. If we likewiſe take in 
the antient Hoſpitality of the Britiſh Nobility 

| | and 


(1) 23 Edw. III. e c. 7. 12 Rich. II. e. 7. 4 
Hen. V. c. 1. 19 Hen. VIII. c. 12. 


33 ] 
and Gentry, and the many charitable Foun- 
dations of this Realm, ereted of old by the 
Laity, how could the Monaſteries ever claim 
the Merit of ſupporting the whole poor of 
the Nation at their Gates ? 


In the Reign of Henry the Eighth, when 
Monaſteries were in their moſt flouriſhing 
State and Condition, we find a very remarka- 
ble Increaſe of the Poor, as abundantly ap- 
pears from the Preamble of an Act of the 22d 
of Henry VIII. c. 12. 


1 the Preamble of another Act of the 
25th of Henry VIII. c. 13. it is recited, that 
divers covetous Perſons, among whom (1) 
Sir Thomas More reckoned the rich Abbots, 
eſpying the great Profit of Sheep, have gotten 
into their Hands great Portions of the Grounds 
of this realm, converting them to Paſture 
from Tillage, and keep ſome 10, ooo, ſome 
20,000 ſome 24, coo Sheep, whereby the 
Prices of Cattle and Victuals are increaſed 
almoſt double above the Prices which have 
been accuſtomed, and the Poor driven to 
Nakedneſs, Hunger, Cold, and other Incone 
veniences. 

̃ = It 
(1) Mores Utopig, lib. f. 
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It appears alſo from the Preface to( 1) C- 
verdale's Bible, publiſhed juſt before the Diſſo- 
Jution of Monaſteries, that notwithſtanding 
the Laws then in Being, the State of the 
Poor called aloud for further Redreſs. 


Thus having ſhewn, that there was an 
Abundance of Poor before the Reformation, 
and they not ſufficiently provided for by Law, 
nor wholly maintained by the Monaſteries ; 
Tet us in the next Place ſee what Care was 
taken of them after the Diſſolution of thoſe 
Religious Houles, and how little Reaſon there 
is to reflect upon the Reformation for neg- 
lecting them. 55 5 


8 | 
Now, to the Excluſion of all juſt Re- 
proach, the Poor was well taken Care of, 
and whatever Part of their Suſtenance might 
have been loſt by the Diſſolution of Mo- 
naſteries, this was immediately and ade- 
quately ſupplied by the State, as is ſufficiently 
atteſted by the different (2) Acts of Henry VIII. 
And this Aid and Aſſiſtance of the State, the 
Nic Poor, 


(1) See Lewis's Hiſtory of the Tranſlation of the. 
Bible p. 101. | 
(2) 27 Hen. VIII. c. 25. 27 Hen. VIII. c. 28. 


ſec. 9. 33d Hen, VIII. c. 17. 37. Hen. VIII. 


c. 23. 


3 


Poor, increaſing with an increaſing People, 
might have wanted, had Monaſteries re- 
mained. 


After the Reign of K. Henry VIII. to the | 
Time of Queen Eliz. all proper Care was 
taken of the Poor, tho' it has been ſuppoſed 


that during that Interval they were much 
neglected. 


The 1 of Ed. VI. e 14. 5 12, appoints 
Commiſſioners of Charity Lands to employ 
them for the Poor. 


The 3 and 4 of Edw. VI. c. 16. revives 
the Statute of 22 Hen. VIII. c. 12, and ap- 
points how impotent and aged Perſons ſhall 
be relieved,” and Vagabonds puniſhed ; that 
common Labourers in Hufbandry, Who do 
loiter and be idle when they have reaſonable 
Wages offered them, ſhall be puniſhed as 
Vagabonds. Maimed, fore, aged, and im- 
potent Perſons, ſhall be relieved and cured, 
and Habitations provided for them, by the 
Devotion of good People of that City, Town, 
or Village, where they were born, or have 
dwelt three Years. 
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The 2 and 3 of P. and M. c. 5, orders 
that the Statute of 22 H. VIII. c. 12, and 
the 3 and 4 Edw. VI. c. 16, concerning 
Beggars, Vagabonds, and idle Perſons, Mall 
be put in Execution, and further provides 
a Remedy where a Pariſh is not able to re- 
lieve the Poor therein, and where a Town 
ſurcharged with Poor, ſtandeth in or near 
two Counties. | 


And theſe Laws were thought ſo equitable 
and ſalutary to the Commonwealth, and the 
Poor therein, that they were revived by 
5 Eliz. c. 3, with this additional Force, that, 
if any Pariſhioner ſhall obſtinately refuſe to 
pay reaſonably towards the Relief of the 
Poor, or ſhall diſcourage others, then the Juſ- 
tices of the Peace at the Quarter Seſſions 
may tax him to a reaſonable weekly Sum, 
which, if he refuſes to pay, they may commit 


him to Priſon. 


In Queen Elizabetb's Reign it was, that 
Overſeers in Pariſhes were firſt inſtituted, 
who were to be ſubſtantial Perſons, having 
Competency of Wealth, Wildomy, and good 
Conſcience, 


The 


11 


ment enacted, for each reſpective Pariſh to 
take Care of their own Poor, are founded 
upon this equitable Reaſon, that thoſe who 
enjoyed the Benefit of their Labour, in their 
Youth and Health, ought to ſupply them in 
the Time of Sickneſs, Want, or Old Age. 


II belides the Proviſion of the Law, we 


conſider the many Hoſpitals we have for the 
ſick and lame Poor, we may with great 
Juftice be ſaid to excel. all the Countries 
upon Earth in Acts of Charity and Huma- 
nity, 


We ' ſhould not forget to notice here, 
amongſt other Works of Charity, the Houſes 
of Correction, and the Penal Laws, made al- 
ter the manner of the oldeſt and beſt States, 
to correct the Abandoned and Diſſolute, to 
to make the Idle Work, and endeavour to 
maintain themſelves and Families, and there- 
by render themſelves worthy of the Proviſion 
and Protection they obtain from the Com- 
mon- Wealth under which they live 


With Regard to our Weights and Mea- 
ſures, it is ordained by Magna Charta, that 
there ſhall be but one Standard of both 

through 


The Laws which the Engliſh 8 
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throughout the Kingdom. Eighth of Edgar 
Appoints one Mynet, or Weight, and one 


Meaſure (that of Wincheſter) for all Eng- 
land. | 


Many good and. benevolent Laws likewiſe 
were early made to prevent Dearths, and 
ſuch Frauds and Oppreſſions that might Oc- 
caſion them; and as many royal and noble 
Britiſh Examples have appeared in calamitous 
Times for the Public Good, equal to the 
Emperors and Magiſtrates of Rome in the 
like Circumſtances. 


(1) In the Eighth Year of Edward II. 
1314, the Price of Victuals being ſo ex- 
ceſſive, that the common People were not 
able to live; By Parliament at London, 3d 
Feb. it was Ordained, and the King's Writs 
were publiſhed, to lower the Prices thereof, 
for the Relief of the poorer Sort. 


In 


(1) The three following Inſtances are taken from 
a very uſeful and valuable Book, entitled Artachtos, 
where the Reader may meet with many more, 
and other important Articles and Orders, relating 
to the Aſſize of Bread, Weights and Meaſures, &. 
This Book was publiſhed by Order of the moſt 
Hon. Privy Council, in the Year 1638, and re- prin- 
ted in the Year 1748. 


1 "ff 
Mie ich, II. A. D. 1391. a Dearth 


of Corn continued almoſt for two Years, 
whereby it came to paſs, that when the 
Time of Fruits, as Nuts, Apples, Plumbs, 
Pears, &c, was come, many poor People 
thro' over Feeding thereof died of the Flux: 
and if the commendable Care of Adam 
Baume, then Mayor of London, had not | 
continually provided, to the Relief of the | 
Commons, that from the Parts beyond the | 
Seas, Corn ſhould be brought to London for | 
the Benefit of the whole Realm, without | 
Doubt neither had the Country ſufficed the | 
City, nor the City ſuccoured the Country, | 


To the Furtherance of which good Work 
in relieving the Poor, the Mayor and Citi- 
zens of London, took out of the Orphans - 
Cheſt in their Guildhall, 2000 Marks, to 
buy Corn and other Victuals from beyond 
the Seas, and the Aldermen each of them 
laid out 20 J. to the like Purpoſe of buying 
Corn, which was beſtowed in divers Places, 
where the Poor might buy at an appointed 
Price, and ſuch as had not Money to pay 
down, did put in Surety to pay in the Year 


following; in which Year, when Har- 
veſt 


— 


12 


& i * "7 0 


W 
- | — 


— 


8 
* 


— CW * 
r. 3 


1 
— 


p — wn fg 


oog— —ꝓ— — 44 — 
=» a 


"* * * 
— * 


= 
9 
Pe YT, 4, Pant, x a 8 4 - * 4 
8 — . 2 — I i. 0 * 


W. 


— 


- 
4 2 * 
4 


4 —S - I 1 
* 4 . f — 6 
Z rr 
— * > a 


( 40 ] 


veſt came, the Fields yielded plentiful increaſe, 
and ” the Price of Corn began to decreaſe. 


In the 29th Year of Queen Elizabeth, A. 
D. 1586, about January, her Majeſty ob- 
ſerving the general Dearth of Corn and other 
Victuals, grown partly through the unſea- 
ſonableneſs of the Year then paſt, and partly 
through the uncharitable Greedineſs of Corn 
Maſters, but efpecially through the unlawful 
and exceſſive tranſporting of Grain into Fo- 
reign Parts, by the Advice of her Privy 
Council publiſhed a Proclamation, and a 
Book of Orders to be taken Ah the Juſtices, 
for Relief of the Poor. 


A Proclamation to the fame Effect was 
made in the Reign of K. James I. and in the 


» 6th year of (1) Charles I. 1630, wherein par- 


ticular Directions are given for “ ſuppreſſing 
« the Abuſes and Offences of Ingroſſers. 
** Badgers, Broggers, Carriers, and Buyers of 

| ct Corn p 


(1) The Book of Orders appointed to be obſer-. 
ſerved (in the Reigns of Queen Etizabeth, King 
James I. and King Charles I.) for preventing and 
remedying Dearth of Grain and Victuals, together 
with a Proclamation wg gr a was a few 


| Years ſince re-printed for 
Mew's Gate. 


ts near the 


1 41 ] 


&« Corn, Mault- Makers, Brewers, Bakers, 
« Millers, and others trading in Corn, as 
* alſo for cauſing the Aſſize of Bread and 
« Beer to be truly kept, and the Markets 
% duly ſupplied with Corn, and the Poor 
* firſt ſerved and provided for, with other 
ge like Clauſes to the good Purpoſe afore- 
« ſaid.” In the ſaid Proclamation his Ma- 


jeſty recommends to his Subjects in their pri- 


vate Families, during the Time of Scarcity, 


« Abſtinence, and ſober and moderate Diet ; 
„ and out of what is ſaved thereby, charit- 


« ably and bountifully employ ſome good 
« Proportion towards the Relief of thoſe 
« that ſhall be in Penury and Want, and 
© would be glad to be refreſhed with the 
e meaneſt of that Food, which is ſuper- 
*« fluouſly ſpent in rich Men's Houſes,” 


But to deſcend ſtill nearer to our own 
Times, Queen Ann, amidſt the Height of 
her Wars and Succeſs Abroad, did not for- 
get the Diſtreſſes of her People by Dearth 
at Home, as appears by her Speech 
of November 5, 1709, to the Lords and 
Commons, 
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Upon which was made the famous Act, 
with the Table of the Aihize of Bread, 
afterwards explained and amended pro re 
rata, in the Reigns of George I. and II. 


In his preſent Moſt Gracious MaJjesTY's 
Reign, great Care has been taken, great En- 
deavours uſed to ſecure to us the Bleffings 
of Plenty and Peace: And from his Ma- 
JesTY's known Benevolence of Heart, we 
cannot but ſuppoſe it is his earneſt Wiſh 


and Deſire that his People ſhould be ſpeedily 
and effectually relieved under their preſent 


Sufferings, ariſing from the exorbitant Prices 
of the neceſſary Proviſions of Life; nor can 
we imagine that his Parliament will be in- 
attentive to a Cauſe that ſo nearly concerns 
themſelves, and the Community in general, 


Indeed it behoyes every One to lend a 


helping Hand in the preſent Exigencies. In 


Fact, the Poor are not the only Sufferers, but 
many who by Law are obliged to contribute 
to their Support. People of moderate For- 
tune, who have already made the few Re- 
trenchments they could, are now almoſt as 
much diſtreſſed. The inferior Clergy, the 
honeſt and induſtrious Manufacturers and 


Ar- 


# 5 
1 


Artificers, in ſhort all Houſekeepers of ſmall 
Incomes begin to feel very ſenſibly the ex- 
traordinary Dearneſs of all houſhold Provi- 
viſions, though perhaps, through Modeſty, 
they do not ſo much complain. 


Funds and Contributions for the Relief of 
the indigent Members of Society are frequent 
and large amongſt us, which are a ſeaſonable 
and comfortable Support to thoſe who par- 
take of them, and a very great Honour to the 
worthy BenefaQtors. But theſe are cal or 
temporary Reliefs, and may therefore be in- 
adequate Remedies for the preſent general 
Diſtreſs, or Preyentives of it for the Time to 
come. 


It is not here intended to explore the 
Cauſes, or the Remedies of theſe Evils. 
Facts only are meant to be repreſented, with 
the Hope that ſuch Repreſentation may 
evince the Expediency of a further Attention 
to this Subject, or happily ſuggeſt ſome Hints 
that may be conducive to the Public Good. 


The general Appearance of Want and Mi- 
ſery, which ſtrikes the Obſervation in almoſt 


every Shape amidſt the lower Claſſes of Life, 
| to 
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to which Fa Sager cannot mee ſbould- not be 

indifferent, will at the ſame Time apologize 

for the Subſtance of this Trac, and it is 

wiſh' d incline thoſe who have more Influence 

and Ability to endeavour in their reſpective 
Provinces to remove theſe Calamities. The 
Welfare of Individuals in evety Society, 

which is inſeparably connected with the Proſ- 
perity and Happineſs of the Whole, cannot 

be unworthy to engage the moſt minute At- 


tention, and the warmeſt Zeal of its Guardians 
and Friends. | 1 * 
EQNCLUSION. - "97 
55 $4.1 / "ES 
| Since this ſhort Account was ſent to the 
Preſs, a very pleaſing Aſſurance has been 
given in the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, 
that the high Price of Proviſions will be ta- 
ken into immediate Conſideration.— May 
the Goodneſs, Care, the Wiſdom and the 
Power of the LEGISLATURH be ſucceſsfully | 
exerted upon this urgent Occaſion Ny 
Heaven ſo direct and proſper all their 25 
ſultations, that Peace and Happineſ i 


Cnuscn and STATE may be Lebe 
among us for all Generations! 3 
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